U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 



rHORNHILL ROAD 
GS, CA 92264 7884 


January 26, 2007 




Subject: WHITE, WALTER F/FIRST 20 SERIALS PLUS 
1941-1942 AND 1954-1955 
FOlPANo. 1036354-000 


Dear Requester: 


■fifty fit>& ( 

/W - 1-/2 * *3 T 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 


■(b)(1) 

□(b)(7)(A) 

□(d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□(b)(7)(B) 

o(D(2) 

□(b)(3) 

■(b)(7)(C) 

□(k)(1) 


°(b)(7)(D) □(k)(2) 


0(b)(7)(E) o(k)(3) 



□(b)(7)(F) 

□<k)(4) 

□(b)(4) 

□(b)(8) 

□(k)(5) 

□(b)(5) 

□(b)(9) 

□(k)(6) 

■(b)(6) 


□(k)(7) 

85 page(s) were reviewed an 

d 83 page(s) are being released. 



□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA], This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


h You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or "Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

a The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
Individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 







If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
Serial Description ~ COVER SHEET 


Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 2 
Page 32 ~ bl 
Page 72 ~ 

Illegible 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 

X No Duplication Fee X 

X for this Page X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



4 596 -• ' 


15. &. rt {L'.tntto 


(MATERIAL MUST NOT RE REMOVED "ROM OR ADDED TO THIS FILE! 


PfED FOR 


. ' ‘-'•'Ssr^Kii *'ulL name 'I cyp.'- v-y 


foipa 


COPIED FOR 

• 0 I P A 

JUM 2 tm QY / V/ 

USE CARE IN 


n;.'.fpQY 

imar t+,,i !3 S 'i B 

FOIPA # —. 

103(^35^ 

HANDLING THIS FILE 


Transfer-Call I 


.. «> .... fO 40030 


HQ-328241 













EATtDS 


epteaber i'O, 19C. 


j.ondon* Lapland 


. n » cptcabcr ii^od, £?r, i alter ,'hitc, 

/.zcoutiue . eeretar,- o„ thC'*.'Tattonal .ttociatlon 
J'or the /.duancencnt 0 / Colorcc People, called 
“at ny office and at lotted no that i.c tc naking 
a trip through vurtouv battle.“rontc in connection 
t ith hit official activities. J-.clUi'cd in JL'r. 
,.Mtc'f> ittnerar., 'Jill be a atop in l.Q>£6n and 
I have Jurnithcd him uith ; our none and eun^ectod 
that he get in touch uitft i/ou. .Vr* ••hite has 
been friendly and cooperative utth the bureau and 
1 ixnt to be sure t !, at you are verj courteous and 
pleasant, to him* 


rtneerely [,ourc, 

1$ :^»u? aoovc: 


DECLASSIFIED BY 

os 4 <?HL 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr, Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Mum ford j 
Mr. Piper J 
Mr. Quinn Turnip 

Mr. Nense_ l 1 

Miss Gandy J 


ASSIFIED 


RECORDED A 1N30E2S FEDERAL BUREAU OF IftVLSTIGATlC 

SEP 25 1343 

• U. S. DEPARTMEm OF JUSTICE 


‘►owvi i„r, A j 
’ I'* mmv 


'WWgAhqii 

wroFwn r 




Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumford_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr, Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm. 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

•^WaV Go nifty_L 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


tiCHom 


Deference is mads to the attached letter dated 
September 15, li)43, from, Arthur b. Spingarn, President o, 
thcX ational Association for the Advancement of Colored 
Peojrtt.s, in which he requesttestimonial letter from t, 
Director, directed to ’"alter Ihite, Secretary of tk^t 
Association, on the occasion of White's completion of P5 
of service therewith. 


A review of the Bureau files vjas mad.c in conncction L ^ea. y f ' 
;'r. 'hitc, and it is interesting to note that we do net ^aw- a win 
file on hi”. There are many many sec references, nj] of which ”~rtain 
in '.he most oart to his activities concerning th* Association. 


several occasions he has be n n in to see the Dlr n ntor con 
cases that vie had un^or investigation involvina civil ri 


corn inn th 


The files reflect that he is a militant type of individual 
and is active in every conceivable program in whio’t +he let b n rmeni of 
the Negro race might be involved. In such participation, of course, 
he is alleged to have made numerous statements which arc of critical 
natur r of various individuals. >n example of this would bo the 
Detroit riot case in which ha is alleged to have placed the blame 
therefore on the lack of intelligent administration o r law cnforc'.,icnt 
in the city, as well as the allegation that Fifth Colvnnism "as behind 
lh.r. entire affair. 

I hitc has apparently incurred the s'lspicion of many .co'ie 

of pnaethl" h ein'' communistic, although this is nob definitely . (i . 

It is believed that a very guarded and cautious statement could h-' 
made, and would certainly do the bureau no harm, hut vioul i on ih' 
other hand aid ns in our relations with the; / #ro race. ' • 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED** 

urrvrsjv ifvhi rt^mrirrt / A < w£ v 


1 1 t,achm r 'nt 


1 


(INFORMATIVE MEMORANDUM - NOT TO BP SENT TO FILES MOTION) 





NATIONAL OFFICERS 
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advancement of coloredpeople 

69 Fifth Avenue, new York, 3, n. y. 
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Dr. Louis T, Wright 
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Mart White Ovington 


September 

23rd 

1943 
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Balllmoro Carl Murphy 
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Chicago Earl B Dickerson 
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Detroit Louis C. Qlounl 

Falls Village, Conn. Dr Williom Allon Neilson 
Ithaca, N. Y, Mafor Roberl E. Trenton 

Knoxville, Tonn. Dr. William Lloyd Imes 
Loi Angofos Thomas L. Griflllh, Jr. 

Newark, N, J, Groce B. Fenderson 

New York litllon A. Aloxondor 

Dr Allon Knight Cholmers 
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Hon. Hubert T. Dolony 
Douglos P. fa leaner 
Lowif $. Connell 
John Hammond 
Rov. John Hoynos Holmes 
Hon. Horberi M. Lehman 
Dr O. Cloy Maxwell 
Mary While Ovmoion 
Hon. Chorlos PoJOttl 
A. Philip Rondoloh 
Kev James H. Kobinson 
Amy E. Spingorn 
Arlhur 6. Sptnporn 
Of. Chonmng H. Tobias 
Hon, Chorlos E. Toney 
Dr. Louis T. Wrlghl 

Norlhomplon, Mass.S. Roiph Horlow 
Oklohoma Cily Roscoo Dun|eo 

PeekskiH, N. Y. Alfred Boker Lewis 

Philadelphia Isadora Marlin 

Pittsburgh. Po. Homer S. Brown 

Richmond, Va. Dr. J. M. Tinsley 

St. Louis Sidney R. Redmond 

Tollodoga, Alo. Dr. Buell Gallagher 

Topeka, Kons. Hon Arlhur Copper 

Washington William H. Hoslle 

Dr. Ehzobeih Yotes WoUb 
rronces Harriet Williams 

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 
Wllttom H. HosMo. Washington, Cholrmon 
A T. Woldon 

C«W. Waller A. Gordon 

Charleston. W.Vo. T. G Nuller 

HJJfS®|;vln C, Molllson 
CmhImoII Theodoro M. Borry 

Cleveland Wittfom T. McKnighl 

Williom F.llllg 

J o O yn ultla S. o. McGrll 

Ui Aneelei Thomos L. GrilBlh. Jr. 

S WU. 5^^1, A o n n d0,,M 

Naihvlll^, Tenn. Z Alexander Looby 

Donald Crichton 
Morris L. Ernsi 
Arthur Gorfield Hoys 
Karl N. Llowollyn 
Jomos Marshall 
Waller Mendolsohn 
Chorlos H Studio 
Homer S Brown 
Jesse S. Huslip 
Amos T. Holl 
Chorlos h. Houston 
Edward f\ Lovett 
W, Robert Mmg, Jr. 

James N. Nobrlt, Jr. 

Leon A, Roniom 
Louis L^ftoddma 


De6r Mr. Hoover 


I enjoyed tremendouely that talk with you yes¬ 
terday, though my conscience still bothers me a bit 
about staying sc long. 

First, let me tell you how grateful I am to 
ypu for the very helpful suggestions you made yester¬ 
day about my proposed trips to the European and Paci¬ 
fic theatres of operation. Especially am I grateful 
fpr your willingness to send a memorandum urging that 
I be permitted to go right up to the battlefronts. 

This is going to give much greater authority to my 
reports. 

I also would be very grateful for any expediting, 
of the FBI report to the War Department on my personal 
seourity application which may be possible—that is pro¬ 
vided my reputation is good enough. It ia my hope to 
be able to leave for England as early in November as 
is possible. 

And I hope, also, that I shall be able to 
demonstrate my appreciation by performing the missions 
vye discussed. On leaving England for North Africa, I 
shall arrange, if it is at ell possible, to stop off 
for a few days in Lisbon. And when I come beck, 1 am 
going to discuss with you the South American trip, if 
you will permit. $ ft .. L 

M \/e°- 

With oordial personal reward#. ,, . / 

^ecordbd 

Ever sincerely/. Vfjg' jST “ 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ^" 

Federal Bureau of Investi-V^^»e^drStary< 

gation a*- _ _ - __ f 

Washington. D. C. /£) 


Tolodo Ohio 
Tulio, OV.lo. 
Woihingfon 


Wfl i TE 


Wllmlnolon. Ool, 
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September 20, 1S43 


-ifeCORDUnS 


Mr. Wed ter White 
Secretary 

National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
69 Fifth Avenue 
Hew York 3, New York 

Dear "'.r. White» 

I have your letter of September 23, 1943, 
and your telegram sent the next day, concerning your 
contemplated trips to the various thaatoro of war. 

1 assure you 1 shall bo most happy if our discussion 
of the mattor proves to have been of assistance and 
shall look: forward to hearing from you on your return. 

You may bo interested to know your personal 
seourity questionnaire wag received from the War 
Department on the afternoon of September 24 and was 
cleared on the morning of September 26. 

With kind regards. 


Mr. Toleon_ 

Mr. E. A Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Glavia_ 

Mr. L3dd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Eosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Mumfo^/d F y 

Mr. Piper_ \^/ 

Mr. Starke A/] 

Mr, Quinn TkAim_ 
Mr. Neaae — q 
M iea Gandv ^7 


Sinoerely yours, „ ^ 

.<* y r*i 
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HERTiNIS UNCLASSIFIED, 
DATE-J/fM RY 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


^*<r£DGAR HOOVER ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DAT F 4\zhn py 

WAR DEPARTMENT INFORMS ME MY PERSONAL SECURITY APPLICATION 
HAS BgEN TRANSMITTED TO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. WOULD DEEPLY 
APPRECIATE ITS CLEARANCE WITH ATTACHMENT OF YOUR RECOMMENDATION 


WE DISCUSSED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AS WISH LEAVE ABOUT 


NOVEMBER 1. JjjlANKS AND KINDEST REGARDS 




WALTERS ITE0*. 


^ECOUDEn \ 


J»-3£ttgy/-X3 


WHITEOK 1. 


ri§\ 
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September 30, 1943 


' .woosxf /s*>- 3aS'it//- 


Ur* Walter ffhite 
Secretary, National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
CO Fifth Avenue 
New York 3, New York 


Dear Ur* White: 

Your letter of September 30 has 
just been received* 

J shall be very glad indeed to 
see you upon your return from your trip to 
California and before you leave for Europe, 

Sinoerely yours, ‘ 

J -w -J *- ^ ■*** ^ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREiKIS UNCLASSIFIED. 

HATF Mr, R 
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Advancementqf^olored people 

69 Fifth Avenuektmew York, 3, N. Y. 

' TELEPHONE! ALGONQUIN 4-3550 

Tr. Tn’ncn . 
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l'lr. <VTry 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS r- ->i O0pL < 
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It is hard for me to tell you how grateful 
I am for all that you hove done to expedite my 
clearance and to insure my seeing all that you and 
I think I should see.-* If it isn’t asking too much, 
I would like very much to come in again to see you 
after I come back from California and before I set 
out for the European theatre. 


Secretary 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. 0. 

record^ 


Pilliburgh 
Tolodo, Ohl< 
Tulso, OVIa. 
Washington 


Wilmington, Del, 







^ 17, ^ 

Walter White, Secretary 
’national Association for the . 

Advancement of colored People * 

$9 Fifth Avenue A 

Sow Tdrk, lew torfc 

Dear Hr. Whitet 

» V \ 

In sy latter of June 9, 19l4h> you will recall I advised you that a copy of 
your letter to m, dated May 22. 19i4*, was being directed to the Attorney Oeneral. Tou 
will reoall that I also informed you that any additional information which you eight 
forward to m would be brought to the attention of Mr. Biddle. 

Since writing you 1 have been requested by the Attorney General to ask you to 
continue to furnish all information concerning the status of racial conditions, not only 
in Detroit but la other areas, whiab is brought to your attention, or which eight be 
developed by you la the course of any inquiries. Z will, of course, be appreciative 
of your supplying me any data along these lines. You may be assured that they in 
turn will be brought to the attention of the Attorney Oeneral. 

" +* Sincerely yours, , . 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


i oiaojti . 

L*. A. TiVniit 

ClorA_ 

Corfcy_, 

UdO 3 

wu nS/ y- : 
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Ti acv i 

Atom_ 

Caioon . i 
liarQo • 

llomlo n 1 

vunJor J - 

StarKa_ 

4utni. Tami». r 
Nease »-v • 
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IHeiJeral bureau of Jmieattgation 
lifnitelJ §tatea department of Huattee 
iUaafyington, d. <£. 

June 16, 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LA,VV 


SECURITY DIVISION 
- ROUTING - 




^luraford. 

iAlden... 


yMr, Button... 



r Mr. Callan. 

Mr. Carson. 

'•ir. Cunningham. 

.Ur. Fitch._. 

Mr. Fletcher. 

I Mr. Strickland 


With reference to the attached memorandum a( * d re88ed to 
the Attorney General transmitting a copy' of the letter addressed 
In the Bureau by Waltei&Whije, Executive Secretary of the 

^ Co -l^ ,¥,7A 

on May 22, 1944, you are advised that\ _ ^ .jj 1 d at 

my office concerning this matter » He stated the jlt/torney 
Genera 1 did not believe that the subject matter •»<"*« »• b7 

investigated since there were no substantial facts, but only 
rumors He statedv. however, he thought it would be well f 
the Bureau to write a further letter to Walter White requesting 
him to continue to submit to the Bureau such additi ona * V* 6 

information os he receives upon this or other matters ******** 
of interest to the Department» Since we have already writt 
White one letter about this, 1 think it would be well tn 
addressing a further letter to him to indicate that the Attorney 
General has reques ted us t o ask White to continue to furnish 
o„^h information. I | indicated that he thought it would 

bewelltoavoid i ndicatin g to White whether we were or were not 
investigating this situation • 

ALL INFORMATION eONTA»y^ ours ' 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED H2 
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Edw . A» Tamm 
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.TES GOVERNMENT 


The Attorney General 


DATE 


ROM 


J. Edgar Hoover - Director 


of Investigation 1/ 

subject:-^RACIAL CONDITIONS, DETROIT, MICHIGAN ^ ^ s J 5 0 f ^ < 

I am attaching hereto a copy of a lette/ dated May 22, 1944, directed to me 
by Mr. Walter White, Executive Secretary of the*N8tional Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. You will note Mr. White refers to racial tension in Detroit, and 
urges that this Bureau institute an "exhaustive investigation" relative thereto and more 
particularly, an investigation concerning the source of rumors pertaining to Negroes who 
allegedly desire to cause trouble. 


I have informed Mr. White that his letter was being forwarded to you for your 
consideration and stated to him that this Bureau does not institute investigations rela¬ 
tive to rumors or actual racial trouble and tension, of a nature referred to in his 
letter, without your prior authorization. I also expressed a desire that Mr. White fur¬ 
nish the Bureau any additional information he might receive in this regard, particularly 
any data reflecting pro-Axis or subversive elements agitating or exploiting the situa¬ 
tion in Detroit. 


' 1 With regard to Mr. White's letter, I would appreciate it if you will furnish 

mi with an expression of opinion as to whether any investigation should be made. As you 
km>w, I have in the past supplied you with considerable information in turn furnished 
to this Bureau by informants and other sources concerning racial conditions in Detroit. 


With regard to the rumors referred to in Mr. White's letter, it is recalled 
that under date of April 1, 1944, I forwardecl^ you a memorandum entitled "Racial Condi¬ 
tions," referring specifically to rumors oT^’Pushing Clubs" in the cities of Harrisburg 
Pennsylvania, Baltimore, Maryland, Detroit, Michigan, and New York City. Informants 
and other sources of the Bureau were contacted with negative results as far as develop¬ 
ing any foundation in fact to these rumors. With regard to Detroit, it wa3 found by 
the Detroit Police Department that the rumors of the "Pushing Clubs" were in most in¬ 
stances passed along as anecdotes at social functions. The Bureau was advised by the 
Detroit Police Department that their investigations of the rumors met with negative 
results. Furthermore, a person believed to have been the original source of a conversa* 
tion relative to a "Pushing Club," advised he recalled a conversation in which he did 
discuss the fact that he had been confronted with a number of instances of "pushing" on 
the part of Negro shoppers among white shoppers. This original source indicated that 
possibly his conversation may have been misinterpreted and promoted a rumor concerning 
"Pushing Clubs" which was subsequently relayed by intermediaries to the Detroit Office^ 
of the Bureau. 

t?R'e40SUHF 

With regard to Mr. White's reference to rumors of a/Y'D Day for Negroes," it 
might be noted that during the month of May the Detroit Office received a number of 
complaints about rumors of pending race riots. The Detroit Police Department ajtfl th^. 
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Memorandum for the Attorney General 


riffMrpc, of Military and Naval Intelligence also received similar reports. Investiga- 
ISod"IonSolved by then in this re e ard was noaapeclflo and 
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attracted some 5,000 participants. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
69 Fifth Avenue, New York, 3 N.Y. 


May 22, 19U* 

Hjr dear Mr. Hoover * • 

I returned today from Detroit where I found a racial tension as alarming 
as that which existed last year at this time preceding the disastrous race riot of 
June 20, Dangerous'rumors are being industriously spread, apparently by organized 
effort* Virtually little has been done by either city or state officials to correct 
any of the conditions which led to last year’s riot. It is my measured opinion 
that unless breeders of hate are checked and other corrective action taken it is 
not only possible but probable that there will be another riot when warm weather comes. 

I therefore take the liberty of urging that the Federal Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion institute an exhaustive investigation as soon as possible and that the Department 
of Justice take appropriate action based upon that investigation, to stem the tide 
which is running high. 

Specifically, it is recommended that investigation be made of the sources of 
the rumors regarding the so-c alled^Bumping Club” and a "Negro D Day." I ~~1 b6 

^ _ 1 of our Detroit Branch whose offices are located at Uk6 b7c 

•East Warren Avenue (Telephone! Temple 1-3609) has at my request supplied me with the 
following information regarding these two rumors. 


1* Rumors are again circulating throughout Detroit which follow the 
general pattern of those which circulated last year. The most prevalent 
one, which is most widely circulated among white people is the story 
about the "bumping club". The variations of this rumor all center around 
a Negro maid who either will not work on Tuesday or takes off Thursdays 
to go downtown and bump white people on streetcars, buses, and crowded 
pedestrian traffic. The maid is alleged to have told her employer that 
she is a member of the "bumping club". 

2. Rumors about "D" Day coming from School Administrators who in good 
faith have been told that Negro students are circulating among themselves 
statements about "D" Day for Negroes. 7/e have traced this rumor from the 
president of the Teacher«s Federation who got it from one of the attendance 
officers who in turn got it from a principal of a southeastern school in 
the city. This is as far as we have been able to trace the rumor, but to 
date have received no evidence that such an idea is prevalent among Negroes 
themselves• 


I do not need to„add that ary assistance that we may be able to give in 
running down and checking these rumors will be gladly and freely given to the extent 
of our ability. 


Sincerely yours, 

ALL INFORMATION nONTA!N$W. r 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATli'i I2/U/44 A 

RRRsedm \. 


ALDRN 


ToUon 


FROM 


SUBJECT: WALTER FRANCIS WHITE, SECURITY liATTER - C v ‘-' /,VV. Nj 

At the request of | | ln the Internal Seouritv Division, the 

files of the State Denartmert were checked concerning the alleged issuance of 
a passport to Walter Francis Wiite of the Rational Association for the Advance 
cent of Colored People, the Indication belW. that he was prooeeding to Russia . 


The passport files reveal that under date of September 24, 
made application for a passport to proceed to the British Isles* A 
he advised that he was born in Atlanta, 
address was 409 Edgecomb Avenue, New York City 
him on December 24, 1943* Under date of November 29, 1944 


George, on duly 1, 1893, and that his permanent 
Passport number 789499 was issued to 

the subject mado applioetioi 
for revalidation of his passport, stating that he had received an assignment to the 
Commander in Chief, U« S. Paoific Fleet and other war theaters as a oorrespondont 
for the New York Post. Under date of November 30, 1944, the subject‘8 passport was re¬ 
validated for a period of oioc months, valid for travel to suoh countries as the bearer 
may desire to travel by reason of his assignment to the Commander in Chief, U. S. 
Paoific Fleet* With referenoe to his desire t,o go to other theat^a»^t^^Stgtg, Depart- 
raent advised that clearance had not as yet been receivcdg/nom the war E^Vaftmbnn* 

« Vhim:K\X -f* 

In reviewing the passport file, it was nested that?'. appa^ep\ly«J?hit»ih£ applica¬ 
tion for revalidation of passport was not cleared through The 
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edgment. 


Your letter postmarked July 5, 1944, la before me for acknowl- * 


I have carefully noted the content of your communication and 
wieh to thank you for bringing the information contained therein to my 
attention. 


Should you obtain any information which you believe to be of 
interest to thie Bureau, I want you to feel free to communicate directly 
with the Speoial Agent in Charge of our Newark Field Division which ie 
located at 1836 Raymond-Oommerce Building, Newark 2, New Jersey. 


/ '".V; 


Sincerely youre. 


4. ’* 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


, Tolaon__ 

, E. A. Team_ 

. Ciegg_ 

, Coffey_ 

, Olavln_ 

. Ladd 

. _ 

. Rosen__ 

. Trac v 
■ Mohr 
, Carson 

. Hendon;_ 

. ifunforo 

. Jonas 

Quinn Tama_ 

. Noose_ 

Oandy_ 
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Mr \ 

Mi CorncH 
Mr V*moo 
F'r 5 *4 ouJoo 


.TIONAL ASSOCIATION 


SUBJECT: WALTER WHITE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF TO 
FOR ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


I thought you would be interested in knowing that the^Hjge< 
Negro Communist newspaper for October 26, 19L6, carried an artlcl? 

column for 


fleeted that Walter White has begun 



According to the "People's Voice," his column will appear in the New 
Xork "Herald Tribune," the Chicago "Daily News," the Philadelphia, "Bulletin,* 1 
the Akron, Ohio "Beacon Journal" and the Detroit "Free Press." y 


This m atter is being cal le d to _you r attention in view of the fact ! y 
that _the_B ureau is constan tl y rec eiving,c omplaints from Whit e concern in g alle gea j 
\ tioLa tions_of-Ci yil rig ht s perpetrat ad-DrimarilY againat-the Negro _ race wh ich~“/ 
n ecessi tate a reply from the Bureau. It i& felt that possibly these answers he 
rec eives from the - Bureau will be used by him either in who le_or__i n_ part i n his 
c olumn and conseq uentl.v-we_shoul d be more cautious i n di re cting any communications 

to hiau RECORdhe wHtQ “ 
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| New Bleach 
Turns Itlurk 
j Skins While 

NEW YORK, Aug. 16 (INS) — 
Walter White reported yesterday I 
that scientists have discovered a I 
chemical that can change - the ; 
color of skin from black, to white. 

He identified the chemical as 
monobenzyl ether of hydroquinone. 

White, secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, in a magazine 
article said if the chemical is 
made available at moderate cost 
"the racial,'social, economic and I 
political consequence would be 
tremendous." 











Racial Prejudice Fading in Japa\ 


BY WALTER WHITE ^ 

Secretary, National Association for the Advancement of Colored Pcoiile 

TOKYO—One of the most fascinating experiences in revis¬ 
iting war zones is that of measuring the extent of survival of 
racial prejudices or of democratic practices initiated by Ameri¬ 
can soldiers during the fighting. * 

Here and there one encounters residual remains of fan¬ 
tastic myths about Negroes—for example, the one that all 
colored people have tails or that Negroes in the United 
States occupy virtually the same status as untouchables 
once did in India. 

But one finds far more frequently that the deliberate 
efforts a minority of white Americans made during the war 
to create difficulties for colored ones have 
either been totally forgotten or have resulted 
in a materially increased sympathy for Negro 
occupation troops. This is especially true p 
among those who themselveB have been the 
targets of color prejudice. 

For example, we talked with a brilliant 
and charming graduate of Wellesley College 
who had undergone considerable persecution 
from her fellow-Japanese during the war be¬ 
cause of her outspoken pro-American views. 

"The thing which hurt most and proved to be 
one of the most valuable aids to the war lords 
in whipping up hatred of the United States White 
was Americans calling us ‘yellow . .", she told us. “We knew 
the Germans weren’t being called ‘white . . and we couldn't 
convince the people we talked to that the United States wasn’t 
as evil as Japanese propagandists said when we were attacked 
because of our color.” 

9 

IT IS A PLEASURE to report that we found here a re¬ 
markable absence of friction or prejudice between white and, 
Negro troops or civilian occupation personnel although a very 
high percentage of Americans here are from the deep South. 

Seven out of ten soldiers who stood in line in front of 
me at the PX window where Americans can purchase yen 
or military scrip spoke in accents redolent of Mississippi 


or other deep South states, which seems to be about the 
average of sectional origins of occupation personnel.' 
Despite this fact, according to Maj. Gen. Doyle 0. Hickey, 
deputy chief of staff of the Far East Command, himself a 
Mississippian, there has been only one minor instance of fric¬ 
tion between whites and Negroes in Japan the last six months. 

• 

THIS IS TRUE in spite of and possibly because of the new 
army policy of racial integration. It appears that only a be¬ 
ginning of compliance with the armed services' order to wipe 
out segregation has as yet been made here in Japan. 

I discussed this briefly at luncheon with Gen. Mac- 
Arthur whose views on the necessity and practicability 
of abolishing racial discrimination in the armed forces 
seem to have growu materially since we last discussed the 
subject in 1945 during the battle of Manila. 

But it is obvious that the use of racial friction in the 
-United StateB by both Russia and Britain to create distrust 
of Americans in Asia has made Gen. MacArthur acutely aware 
of the problem. 

• 

THIS AWARENESS seemed to underlie much of his alarm 
over the worsening of the situation in Asia, especially in China. 

"Even if Chiang Kai-shek had been the devil incarnate, 
we should have backed him to the limit as we should back 
every anti-Communist,” MacArthur told us. He added 
that the race question plagues and complicates every 
phase of American diplomatic and military polloy In the 
Far East. 

That his concern Is abundantly justified is to be seen on 
every hand here by the frequency of the questions asked of 
the two Negro members of the 'round the world Town Meet¬ 
ing seminar. 

The questioners seem to find it almost impossible to under¬ 
stand why or how Negro Americans can continue to have 
faith in a country which does nothing, apparently, to stop 
lynching and discrimination, which is about all they hear about 
Negroes in the United States. 

— V, 
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FROM COLUMNIST WHITE: , 
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Some Advice to GOP Rebuilders 


BY WALTER WHITE 

Secretary, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

OMAHA—Guy Gabrielson of the Republican National 
Committee did not include me among the 16,000 Americans 
of whom he asked advice on what needs to be done to stop the 
GOP from passing totally from the American scene. 

But as a passionate advocate of the two-party system 
I want to share with him (and you) a few observations 
(w made in the l ast six.weeks i n Arizona, Cal ifornia , Orejgon, 
Washington, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois, Nebraska, 
Ohio, Michigan ancTNew York. “ 

Thirty years of experience in the battle for human rights 
have convinced me that democracy, especially for minorities, 
can survive only when there are at least two 
political parties reasonably equal in strength. 

Unbroken rule from 1920 to 1932 was good 
neither for the nation nor the Republican 
Party since it bred belief that the GOP was 
invincible. It is equally dangerous for Demo¬ 
crats to believe that they cannot be beaten; 
it is tragic for the opposition party to be 
largely responsible by its inability to formu- 
| late a program which could bring it victory. 

An economics professor in a Midwestern 
state university told me an experience which 
illustrates the need of more realistic think- 
) ing by Republicans. He- attended a meeting White 

| of the city's top 15 business men who talked heatedly against 
I "outside" control of the town’s affairs and Democrats ruining 
| the nation through concentration of power in Washington. 

I Free enterprise and local control must be preserved, they 
argued, or else. 


IT OCCURRED TO THE professor to see how "local" the L 
group was. Thirteen of the 15 were local representatives of ' 
New'York, Detroit, Akron and Philadelphia corporations. Of " 
the other two whom he classified as local, one had recently re- P 
modeled his department Btore at a cost of three million dollars, S 
most of which he had borrowed from a New York bank. At 
least so far as that town is concerned centralization of power o 
had been started long before the advent of the New Deal or tl 
the Fair Deal. n 

Senator Brlcker’s proposal to legalize the "affair" ti 

' ■% iwA 


which conservative Republicans and Dixiecrats have been 
carrying on so scandalously these past dozen years hit the 
headlines the day I talked with a group of western business 
men. They wanted to know what needed to be done to win 
back to the GOP the Negro vote, especially in the 17 states 
with 281 electoral votes where that vote is pivotal. 

I suggested as a first step fulfillment of the 1948 Re- — 
publican platform: “Lynching or any other form of mob 
violence anywhere is a disgrace to any civilized nation . . . ' 
we favor the prompt enactment of legislation to end this 
infamy.” “One of the basic principles of this Republic ... 
equal opportunity to work ... we favor the enactment 
and just enforcement of such Federal legislation as may 
be necessary . . ‘^We favor the abolition of the poll 
tax .. ■” “We are opposed to the Idea of racial segregation 
in the armed services . ..” 

Senators who worked to translate these solemn pledges into 
legislative reality, Mr. Gabrielson, are today both in disfavor 
and in the minority among Senate Republicans. In their stead 
Republicans-like Senate-Minority Leader Wherry play their 
game so identically with that of the Dixiecrats on racial and 
economic issues that none can draw a discernible line of de¬ 
marcation between them. 

• 

HONESTLY, MR. GABRIELSON, can you blame theJTcgro. 
volets of Illi nois . Ohio and Calif ornia who cast the ballots 
which elected Truman instead of Dewey in 1948 for being 
somewhat less than trusting of GOP promises? 

A 

I know a goodly number of them and talk to them in 
C their homes and churches and organization meetings. 
i They distrust the Dixiecrat wing of the Democratic Party 
| and the slippery Northern Democratic politicians as much 
1 as they do men like Senators Wherry and Bricker. 

’ May I suggest you read Henry Lee Moon’s excellent book, 
“Balance of Power," and an article, “Does the Republican^ 
Party Want the Negro Vote?", by Arnold Aronson and Samuel 
Spiegler in The Crisis for December, if you want the facts. 

Give these voters proof that the GOP doesn’t make pledges 
on human rights only to forget them, Mr. Gabrielson, and 
they won’t cast the deciding votes against your party. The 
new session of the 81st Congress will give your party oppor¬ 
tunity to prove its sincerity when the FEPC Is called up. 

'.S * i. . ' 
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FHA Accused of Discrimination 


BY WALTER WHITE 

^ Sccrctnrr, NnUunnI Association for the Advancement of Colored Peoolo V 

NEW YORK—A showdown to determine whether Presi¬ 
dent Truman or the Army and the FHA shall decide what is 
to be done about racial discrimination is imminent and inevit¬ 
able. More than a year ago the President ordered the Army, 
Navy and Air Force to do something about segregation of 
Negroes in the defense forces. 

The Navy and Air Force went to work immediately 
and have gone a long way toward racial integration and 
equalizing of opportunity. The Army has stubbornly re¬ 
fused to budge except’in a few token moves. 

Recently Baltimore-born Phillip Pearlman, Solicitor Gen 
eral of the United States, announced on behalf of himself, 
President Truman and Attorney General J. Howard McGrath 
that henceforth no Federal monies shall be 
given through the FHA for construction of 
any housing from which American citizens 
are barred because of • race, color, creed or 
national origin. No reasonable person can 
question the right of the government to make 
and enforce such a requirement. Funds 
loaned by the FHA and all other government 
agencies are obtained through the taxation 
of all citizens. No tax exemptions have ever 
been given citizens to whom equal benefits 
are denied. Thus the United States Govern¬ 
ment said through Mr. Pearlman’s order that 
Americans who insist on indulgence of their White 
personal prejudices must pay for that luxury and shall not 
have government assistance in enforcing them. 

• 

MR. PEARLMAN’S STATEMENT was widely praised all 
over the United States. For more than JIO years a continued 


campaign had been carried on to persuade the FHA to cease 
its flagrantly discriminatory practices which were so brazen 
as to include in its Underwriters’ Manual specific instructions 
to refuse approval of Joans to minorities except in segregated 
areas. 

It was not until 1941 that continued public pressure forced 
the FHA to remove the discriminatory provision from its Un¬ 
derwriters’ Manual. But the FHA continued its discrimination 
by recommending inclusion of restrictive covenants in new 
housing developments until the United States Supreme Court 
ruled that no agency of government could enforce such cove¬ 
nants. 

• 

APPARENTLY IDENTICAL tacticB are now being fol- 
owed by the FHA to avoid compliance with the newest ordei 
to cease and desist from racial discrimination. An anonymous 
FHA spokesman is quoted in an Associated Press story out of 
Washington as saying that “racial segregation in public hous¬ 
ing projects will be left up to local authorities,” adding as a 
concession to the President’s order and public opinion, “so 
long as equitable provision is made for all races.” 

It is clearly manifest now that neither the FHA nor 
i .the United States Army intends to comply with the ex- 
j plicit orders of the President, the Attorney General or the,; 

Solicitor General if.they can get away with such thumb- 
* nosing. < 

Commendable though the orders may be, they are meaning- 
,ess before the ink has dried on them if the executing agencies 
find or devise loopholes or excuses to evade their implementa¬ 
tion. This kind of action makes it obligatory upon President 
Truman to insist on compliance or resignations. To do other¬ 
wise would constitute an admission by him of weakness and 
of inability to lead his own administration. 
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Mr. Hoover: 

When recently being interviewed 
by this office In connection with an ex¬ 
tortion letter received by him, Walter 
$ White, Executive Secretary of the nATTuP, 
"SfSf^ery complimentary to the Bureau and 
told the following story: 

He said that he hacl recently re¬ 
ceived a telephone call from an executive 
of Hadassah, a Jewish women's organization 
in Philadelphia, who stated that they under¬ 
stood that Walter White had issued a state¬ 
ment critical- of the FBI's activities in 
connection.with the Negro bombings in Florida 
and that White had stated that the FBI was 
not diligent *and not doing a conscientious 
job in the Flprida bombings. 

White said he told this Hadassah 
executive he .had not made any such statement 
and that as a matter of fact, the FBI was 
doing an outstanding job In Florida. He 
further told this executive he had been down 
In Florida and had observed the FBI's efforts 
and that they had been working night and day 
in a most conscientio us manner - 
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New York, N. Y. 
January 23 , 1952 


Mr. Hoover: 

While being Interviewed the other 
day in connection with an extortion letter 
received by him, Walter White, Executive 
Secretary, NAACP, volunte ered the followin g 
information regarding the 
incident at the Stork Club! 


White Bald that __ 

is apparently wor ried over this incident. Ac- 
cording to White, | I 

attorney , got in touc h with white and told 
him thatf |would like to Bhake 

hands and forget the inc ident and also wa nted 
to have Walter White ancl | as 

his guests for the evening at the St ork Club . 
White stated he refused £he offer of I 1 

1 as long as there was no guarantee that 
no discrimination would be practiced in the 
future at the Stork Club. 

White also said he had received a 
telepho ne call from Walt er Winchell concern¬ 
ing the I ~| incident and that 

Winchell talked to him over the telephone 
two hours and five minutes in a marathon 
tirade. According to White, winchell stated 
that for twenty-five years he had been a 
close friend of his and of the NAACP and a 
vigorous supporter of their policies but 
that now because.of his support of th e Stork 
Club's action in the l l lncl- 

dent that he was being crucified by the NAACP 
and by newspapers like the New York post. 
Winchell said that as a consequence if he 
(Winchell) were to go into Harlem now his 
blood would flow in the streets. 



White stated that he told Wln- 
chell that it was Winchell 1 s privilege to 
admit that he had made a mistake in the 
Stork Club incident. White stated that at 
the end of conversing, Winchell said "You 
probably have recorded this conversation 
and will crucify me further." White replied 
that there were no recording devices in the 
NAACP headquarters and that he had never re¬ 
corded any telephone conversation, but he 
said to Winchell, "I don't doubt though that 
you are recording the conversation for your 
own benefit." Winchell hesitated for a 
moment but did not deny White 1 s statement. 
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January 


fir, Walter White I 

Executive Secretary 
National Association lor the 
Advancement of Colored People 
20 West / 4 . 0 th Street 
New York 18, New York 


Dear Hr. White 


Your letter dated January 2, 1952# 
with an enclosure has been received. 


Your interest in referring a oopy 
of this press release to me and your cooperation 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation In 
this matter are Indeed appreciated. 

Sincerely your*. 


H Bflgr,r Rob*** 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


NOTE: A copy of Mr..white's letter and a copy of the 
enclosed press ■ release is being furnished to Miami for 
its information^ / 

'• , BLR 1/8/52 I/ , A. 
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Wm\ Webster Burke - ASAC, Miami 


I 



Miami division 


/Mr. -Tolso)! 

Mr. Ladd . iX**" 
Mr. 

Mr. Belmon t __ 
Mr. Clef?rr _ ^ 
Mr. Glavin_ 


^NATIONAL association for the advancement of colored people 


20 WEST 40TH STREET NEW YORK 10, N. Y, 


'll'. Traci /' 

Mr Lai^lis.^ 
Ml'. Mohr | 

Telo. Room»~_^ 

Mr ^eau^ — 
Mi-r 


January 2, 1952 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


I thought you might be interested in seeing 
the enclosed syndicated column I wrote about the 
Mims, Florida bombing and the Job the F. B. I is 
doing. 


At the ir request. I arranged for Messrs.__ 

Webb Burke and ! I to talk wlth | | 

despite 7 the fact that her condition was still quite 
critical. I also turned over to them the material 
which I had gathered, believing that they would do a 
better job than anyone else. * 


Cordially 


Walter 


Executive Secretary 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. <3. 

WWrerb RfC0^%' 
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FROM; Walter White 

242 Last 6Bth Street 
New York, h.Y. 
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For release to subscribing newspapers. 
Thursday, January 3, 1952 


MIMS, FLORIDA 



It may be that the background of the' lush, natural beauty of blue 

lakes and sky, of orange trees so studded with golden fruit as almost to 

obliterate the green foliage and of "Millionaires’ Row" in Winter Park 

makes the bombed home here of Harry T. Moore more incongruous and shock- 

« 

ing than the destruction I witnessed during the war in Europe and Asia. 
Fo,r here is the shambles of the modest dwelling place of a man, now dead, 
and his wife, now lying critically wounded in nearby Sanford, because he 

r 

had dared to speak out and work for enforcement of the law. 

Today I turned over to the F» B. I. the names of three persons who 

allegedly have recently advocated mob action against Mr. Moore. They are 

not the only ones who have voiced resentment against him. Repeatedly 

since august, 1949, he had written to Gov. Fuller E. Warren urging him 

to assign trustworthy persons from the Governor’s office instead of 

Sheriff Willis McCall of Lake County to transport Samuel Shepherd and 

Walter Irvin frqjn the state prison at Raiford to Tavares, Lake County 

county seat, for a hearin fc on a motion for a change of venue in the new 

trial y/hich had been ordered by the U, S. Supreme Court. 

The entire world knows what happened because of Gov. Warren’s 

refusal to act as was requested by Mr. Moore. Samuel Shepherd is dead 
•» • 
and Walter Irvin recovering from three bullet wounds inflicted by McCall 

on a backroad near Eustis. McCall, backed by J. J. Elliott, Gov. 

Warren’s personal representative, asserts that he fired in "self-defense, 

although neither man denies that the two prisoners were handcuffed 

together at the time of the shooting. 

Following the 1944 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court against the 

barring of qualified Negro voters from so-called ’iwhite Democratic 

primaries,." the number of registered Negro voters in Florida, as in 

other Southern states, has measurably increased. Today it is estimated 

to number close to one hundred thousand voters in Florida—a bloc large 
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blast of either nitro b lycerine or TNT. Explosives experts are convinced 
that dynamite could not have done such destruction. They are also con¬ 
vinced that the crime was painstakingly planned,'timed for the only 
period of the year when the entire family would be gathered together, 

Mr, Moore traveled constantly for the NAACP. Mrs. Moore is a teacher 
in a rural school near Palm Beach. Both she and Mr. Moore were denied 


renewal of their contracts as teachers in Brevard County because of 

hostility of the school officials to Mr. Moore's participation in a 

legal campaign against educational inequalities inflicted on Negroes. 

One of the Moore daughters is a secretary in the Department of Labor in 

Washington and the other is a secretary in the public school system of 

Ocala. The bombers waited until the entire family gathered to spend 

Christmas—birthday of the Prince of Peace--together. So shattered is 

no 

the modest cottage that/one knows why one of the Moore daughters and 
Mr. Moore's 71-year-old mother, who slept in an adjoining room, were { 

not also killed. It is obvious that the criminals intended to wipe out 
the entire family. 

Gov. Fuller Warren, irritated by criticisms of the failure of 
the State of Florida to act against bombings here and in Miami, has 
issued daily blasts at this commentator as "a disturber of the peaceful 
relations between the races.” How peaceful those relations have been 
are best mirrored in a front-page story in the December 29 is sue of the 
Miami Herald . Here is a part of the background of terrorism which 
preceded the assassination of Harry Moore. Last March 31 Melvin 
Womack, an orange grove worker, was taken from his home in Oakland by 
four white men late at night. The following, morning he was found beaten 
and shot to death. No-arrests have yet been made. 

Last February 6 Luther Coleman, Negro janitor at the Winter 
Garden elementary school, was beaten unmercifully., by several white men 
in the heart of downtown'Winter Garden. No arrests of~his assailants 
have yet been made. 


” „ *> 
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. These ere samples of the unpunished crimes against Negroes in 

Florida now highlighted by the assassination of Harry Moore and by the 


spreauing oi mob violence a 0 ainst Jews, Catholics'and others. \ 

To Florida’s credit are the vigor and courage of most of its 
newspapers, especially in the metropolitan areas, in exposing the break¬ 
down of law and order. Many citizens of the state, Negro and white, are 
shocked and aroused. Hotel men, proprietors of tourist resorts and 
Chambers of Commerce are awakening to the fact that millions of dollars 
may be lost by the unsavory developments here. Already an alarming 
number of cancellations of reservations for the winter tourist season 
have been reported, it is possible that this combination of moral 
indignation and economic interest may result in action. If the energy 
and determination of the F* B. can be approximated by Florida lav; 
enforcement officials, there is hooe that Harry Moore’s tragic and 
violent death may diminish if not put- an. end to the violence which has 
become an epidemic here. 
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Born, 1 July 1893, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Educated, Atlanta University; LLD, ’Toward University. 
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Executive Secretary, National Association for Advancement of Colored 
People, 1931 to date; 

Acting Secretary, NAACP, 1929-1930; 

Assistant Secretary, NAACP, 1918-1929; 

Member, Advisory Council for Government of the Virgin Islands, 1935. 
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BACKGROUND 
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DETAILS 


, White was born on July lp 1893, at Atlanta, Georgia • 

He has been employed on-the -staff of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People since 1918, and is 
presently employed as Execut ive Secretary of that organisation 

• , > 

The re ha s-been Bureau investigat ion conduc ted 

regarding Whi t<=Y He is mentioned numerous times'^i'n Bureau 
"files in connection with his work in the NAACP, and has r ,. 
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contacted the Bureau frequently'regarding qivil rights 
mat ter 8. He. has maintained co rd ial r.eJ.adkSons^jaiAh^B j 4 _Tjgji.u 
o f ficials and, ha8 ,ind.icat,ed^t,ha t.^he,^ia^a,tte.m.D.ti 3 Q^to^.e.ep 
Communists from infiltrating the NAACP, 
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White appeared as a 
ivav, ax a meeting sponsored by the 


S#j 


speaker, on' June i4 7 

Maryland Association for Democratic Rights, affiliated with 
the National Emergency Conference for Democratic Rights, 
which organisation has been cited by the HCUA as a Communist 
front • He also appeared as a speaker before the Writers 
Congress, a meeting which was sponsored jointly by the 
University of California and the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation 
on October 1, 1943 . The Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for 
Defense has been cited by the Attorney General as Communis t, (iql 

INFORMATION NOT BEING DISSEMINATED: 


The report of Hearings before a Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, U . S • Senate, 81st Congress, 
published in 1950, lists one Walter White as a member of the 
Advisory Board of the Film Audiences for Democracy in 1939, 

(pg • 1499) and a sponsor for the Greater New York Emergency 
Conference on Democratic Rights in 1940 (pg» 1504)* 

Both of these organisations have been cited as 
Communist fronts by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report, March 29, 1944 , 

This information is not being disseminated because 
the individual listed as Walter White is not further 
identified . (121-23278-267X12) 
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IWALTEB PRANCI&fiHITE 


No investigation has been oonduoted regarding 
Walter Francis White, However, the following information 
was looated which may be of interest in oonneotion with 
your inquiry, : 

• > .’ • .) , 

A report of Hearings before a Subcommittee of • 
the Committee on Foreign Relatione, U, S . Senate, 61st 
Congress, published in 1950, page 1535, exhibit 30, 
mentions ''Walter White, Secretary, National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, " as a speaker before an 
open meeting on "Democratic Rights and National Defense, " 
on June 14, 1940 * at Baltimore, Maryland, sponsored by the 
Maryland Association for Democratic Rights, affiliated 
with the National Emergency Conference for Democratic Rights . 

The National Emergenoy Conference for Democratic 
Rights was cited as a Communist front by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29, 

1944, pages 46 and 108, (121-83278-267X12, pg. 1535) 

***• • ' J . \ * * » * 

JL Exhibit 31, page 1337, of the same reportfSmeiitions 
~’Waliter White, NAACP, " ae a speaker at an opening seopioit. 
f the Writers Congress under the joint sponsorship of tH]e m) ; * 
diversity of California and the Hollywood Writers ^ •"* M o 
obilixtation, on October 1, 1943, He was also Jf 8 t*(t,o«' 7 L' f; .._ . 
member of a panel on Minority Groups at this meeting, an ■■ 5 
Ctober 2, 1943,: ^ 

St ’ • r ' , v-4 •• “H 

The Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for Defined » 

as b $fW cited by the Attorney General as Communist, 

121-23278-267X12. page 1537) • 
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Mr. Valter White 

WS.2S XIpj. All INFORMATION 

50 JTeat 40t/» Street 
New York 1 1 -. Jif«w Joffr 


Z>«ar tfr. White t 


HERF.7J IS U:-'"'ASsfe 
DATE_ mlrfti p y &r.t C&kjmfe 


AINED 


I have reoei >ed your very kind letter of June 9, 195S, 
together with the column concerning Canada Lee . 


ft fg very gratifying that you saw fit to wrtte me 
concerning my participation in your new radio program, and I 
would consider it a real privilege to indicate an acceptance 
if it were at all possible « I must explain, however, that for 
the past several years now I ho,ve had to decline all such invi¬ 
tations, and. it is necessary due to the great number of requests 
received that I be entirely consistent in this reyard. You 
will appreoiate, 1 know, Jrom your frequent oontacts with us 
that the pressure of work here has been overwhelming, and 
frankly it showe no sign oj' lessening • 


Xt goes without saying that all of uo_ herin the 
Bureau are keenly aware of the danger and the f,rrefikrgile dam¬ 
age which can result from irresponsible name-callifty <w»d 
vigi lan be action. I know you share my view thU 6 -.-f @ 3 aTry into 
a person 'a loyalty belongs in tl\e hands of prof b esi>onnd inves¬ 
tigators and that evaluations of the data deve$,ope$ should be 
made by authorities appointed for that purpose * 'J 

- O —Q 


I trust tha u you will accept my sincere fregwete and 
I do hope you iptll appreciate ny position . Qne of* th+se days 
surely the international tension will lessen so than I can do 
some of the things that I have had to forego* 

1 ' _ »> 


Teu»n_ 

UM_ 


Hlor*ia_ 
Cl«u_ 


Your good wishes concerning my health are indeed / 

r 


0Uvln_ 
F*rbo 
^WQMn 
Tfm _ 


L*ughlIn 
H»6T 


appreciated, 
cc - New York, with copy ojrf^comifu? 


\ tit 

sincerely yOurs, 

floovar 

1" 


tit 
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si 


T«J* l»» 
KOHutA 

C*«v3y 
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nfi +ho WAACP* enclosed 
VOTE' White, who is executive secretory / ate Canada Lee, whom 

’ sw ®“ 

regarding Lee s loyalty » 
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KtJLE jUjOncQOi NACAPEOPLE, N. V 


y Mr. To!son 

a&IT' a-Xti * 
v > Mr. NUvjf! 


ATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


personal 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 


20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 


June 9, 1952 


Mr. Bjfjiont_ 

Mr. Clegg- 

Mr. Clavin_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Itossn_ 

Mr. Tracy—/V- I 
Mr. LauglUin JJ^I 

Mr. Mohr_ ^c\ 

Tele. RmdiJ J_ i! 

Mr. Uollorain_ j| 

Miss Gandy_ ( 


I would like to ha ve you Join me on a broadcast on my new 
radio pr og ram . THe format'"Is aiin^r6*'and , 'SoniBwhfftr^dlffererit since 
It combines a discussion with a guest and a brief news analysis. 
The d 1 so uss 1 on Jaa-tween^mv-gues.t~and..my-aeIf.. .takes, ten minute s. 
and It nasbeen remarkable how much can be crowded into such an 
ad lib discussion. \ 


The program originates—from Sta.tion WLIB in New York, and 
other stations which have subscribed to date are WCFL in Chicago, 
KFWD in Los Angela s.;tthe Warner Brothers station), WWDC in Washing¬ 
ton, WIP in Philadelphia and WBMS in Bostdn.;, T he guest _on.jnx-Xirat 

■-- !■— //tic --i a. and ' c *■'--t.-'oSi— i-—- >-j - — 


pr ogram, w as Mrs .^ Roo seve.lt, 
§r ub^ t JlumQh re y 


ive been recorded are 


j ; Ayerell . Harrlman, 

am del ng a" pro gram j^i tti Senator ~fK>s sell 


on JuneJffi "ai^ r have I l r hYi.tie.d7 ^en^» i:. l:iser^bw.^7::S eha .t:<5'r:3 '..Taft and 
Kefauver and'/Am6assador fees ter;/Bowles to'appearin Mr. Bowles has 

aocept,d - I SF^ T -M\ 1 


What, 1, wou ld] like ^to I^1 bcu^s> wl thv-yoi i; if you’ are wi llin g to 
do so, is fee biy^eFCp^v 8 QjisTJgachihery 

§*y‘! t0 

an organi zation, QM ffM. A0.bxne.yj:.general' s , s ubv. ers lye „list-may . 

..oiltain-1 ng. “ You know me we 11\ enough to know that 
I feel strongly" feat' if a man is guilty .in, the slightest degree of 
disloyalty th^ book should be tjhrown at h im. But I hav e been dis¬ 
turbed at theXmanher, in which people like Dr. Channing 

Tobias, and one.\6r''two others have been falsely accused. I feel 
equally disturbed about the saiijte'situation Jfdclng any person irre¬ 
spective of colorV^xButi when Americans! who have done so much to 
stop communis m by fighting for democracy,' as has been the case with 
I and Dr. To'bias, can be -smeared.by crackpots, the situ- 
ation becomes dangerous to democracy itself. 

Lou Nichols and I h ave dlecussed this several times. But .a s 
b oth .he js fu fi b6 ‘ T 

giyen_ the^FBI the authorit y to oJLe ar a person if his .reco rd is clear. b 7 c 
Here’ T s' la "syn dicate d ~o ol ^n^ ^roX^ Caria~da Lee .' 

It would have been enormously useful, in my opinion, to have used 
the talents of an earnest and sincere person like Canada Lea to 
offset the effect of men like Paul Robeson. 

• 4 ^ A 


imjL/vtU * LUO J,/< 

# (V* , *M\LL INFORMATIOI'J^WNT’A'lNyJ 
^KdU HEREIN IS UNCLASSIF# 

r\ATr .Wrtl/n n\/ ^/i P&l 
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June 9, 1952 


U 

Know ing how busy you are ,...! co uld come Washin gt on ja .t 
you r convenience and. re cord t he ,,p.roftram.lther 3 e . please let me 
know if'ybu'are willing €<T do such a program. 



Walter White 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigations 

Washington,. D. C. 
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FROM: Walter White 

242 East 68th Street 
New York, New York 


ft -■ 

For release to subscribing 
newspapers, Thursday, 

May 15, 1952 


Canada Lee's obituaries were lengthy end effusive—so laudatory, in fact, that 
the generous and gentle aotor would be startled by them in light of the privation he 
experienced during the last few months of hiB life. It is certain he would read them 
with a bitter emile reflecting that he might have earned money enough for the rest 
and medical treatment he needed to save hie life had the newspapers spoken as admir¬ 
ingly of him during his lifetime as they did when he died. 

They had written, it is true, in glowing terms of Canada Lee's superlative per¬ 
formance in "Cry, the Beloved Country" in which the spectator through Mr, Lee's great 
acting really lived the role of the Reverend Stephen Kamala. But employment neither 
in Hollywood nor televieion nor radio materialized as would have been the case of any 
other actor following such ecstatic reviews, A whispering campaign was circulated 
among broadcasting and advertising executives that Mr. Lee was "too controversial" 
because he had appeared at benefits for organizations purportedly fighting race pre¬ 
judice which subsequently had been plaoed on the Attorney General's subversive list. 

Never one to take. _atteok_or. innuendo.lying. down,. Mr, Lee called a press con¬ 
ference in 1949 "to put the record straight". In that rioh and eloquent voice of hiB 
he deolared passionately and angrily, "I am not a Communist or a Joiner of any kind, 
never have-been and never will be. Call me a Communist and you call all Negroes Com¬ 
munist who cry out against injustice." Dutifully eome of the press reported his 
denial but burled it deep towards the baok of the issues when they carried the 
statement at all. 

Desperate, My. Lee came to see me not J.ong ago to ask advice on a step he was 
considering to break the iron curtain of suspicion and fear which was damning his 
career. He told me of four lucrative television appearances which had been offered 
him, in eaoh of which the sponsor had told him that he would employ Mr. Lee "after he 
had first appeared on some other program." But none had the courage to be the first. 
Mr. Lee had thought of buying a shoe shine box with placards telling his side of the 
boycott. He proposed to use it in front of the Aetor Theater on Broadway where "Cry, 
the Beloved Country"' was playing to capacity and enthusiastic audiences. Now I know 
I was wrong in dissuading him from.,his- melodramatic elan. 


\ 
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went on to explain, "But the F.B.I. hoa not been given authority by the Congress to 
'clear' the name of any citizen who has been falsely accused of association with sub¬ 
versive organizations." 

Sadly I reported my failure to my friend. Chance revealed a few days later 
how desperate his financial position had become. We at the NAACP had ashed him to 
apeak in the Westchester County Center in White Plains at a jnemorial meeting for two 
peaceful Negroes who had been killed in cold blood by an ex-policeman because the 
latter objected to the men drinking a glass of beer in a public tavern. Canada Lee 
had promised to meet us promptly at seven o'clock to drive to White Plains but failed 
to show up on time--mo8t unusual for him. Later we found that he did not have taxi 
fare. In a torrential rainstorm he had to walk. He had only forty cents in hie 
pocket. But what disturbed him most was the fact that he had been forced that after¬ 
noon to refuse a loan to an aging actor. "I'll get that $10 for him tomorrow," 

Canada Lee said. 

It is possible that his great and gallant heart might have stopped even though 
privation and prejudice had not made his last few years a Giolgotha. It is even more 
possible that Canada Lee's great fame and ability Mght have been used by a kinder 
and wisa-America to furnish the answer to the Paul Robesons who, unlike Mr, Lee, appear 
to have lost faith in democracy. 

Two days before hie tragic death I received a long and impassioned letter from 
him suggesting steps to inform the world of the progress which has been made through 
struggle to cleanse America of its racial sins. He said this progress must be made 
known in order to counteract dangerously spreading propaganda of Communists and 
others against the United States. Although America had denied him because of hie 
color and its fears the right to earn a living at hie profession in the hour of his 
greatest artistic triumph, Mr. Lee doggedly held to Mb faith in the ultimate per- 
fectability of democracy and his determination to use hie vast talents for the 
abolition of bigotry. 
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Mr*• Walter White j 

-Secretary , . «"» j t 

national Aesooiatioii far the 

W** -^ancoment of Color** Feoplf^ ISHRN 

I _ A. r.rt w, I.» r«rt jjpii f ts, t*:, IfejitS 

\'y B*ar Ur. WhiU, fit ? 

Tour letter of December 17, 1^52, reporting 
aottvtty of the Southern fright* of th± Ku flu* Flan 
t» indeed appreciated* 

Xn view of the oontent* Of your communication, 
. . v J si arranging to have Spectal Agent* of thi* Bureau 
' s \ \contact your representative* Florida* 

t In the eveni you have additional information 

in thia matter please do not t\t*ttate to oommunicate 
with thi* Bureau * 

Sinoertly your*, 

$dr?ar JKosvogr 

2c c - Mobile (w/enMjosure) 

, 2cc - Miami (w/encjfosure) 

ilOTiimOiV * 24 ( 7 , MIAMI: , \ 

-j t "■* cjn 

■ Miami should arrange to immediately £pntact th 
ind-Vviduals listed by Walter White for any_inf(Prmation 
.of valuer in. connection with n y.gfir investigation o£ the Kit- 
The results of ihns^8ilt&o Awh^Siild be furnished tp the 
Bureau at on'c$* ^ ‘ ,, an -c’f „ * "*' 

_ - miisw )0 . ' j3 ° r.y 

— cc - Bufile 100-7801 \ • J 

— aoiaamfi ; ' /-> , ^ , 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PgOPtF 

■*s 

20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. >>— N 


Mr. J .p.u.thlin_ 

Mr. Mjhr_ 

Mr. Wittteviowd, 

Tele. Hoorn_ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Misa Gandy_ 


December 17, 1952 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


Last week in Florida the enclosed card was given b6 
me reading: V b- 7 < 

"FIGHT COMMUNISM / _ 

Keep Negroes outVof.. White 
Schools 

' JOIN NOW ■ 

//;?(* Southern 1 Knights . s N \y 
M - - K.K.K/ • ' ) % 

!// A P. 0. Box 1132 V y\ ✓) 

111; \ Station A ^ \\ V \\ / 

ij'l /.. ..■, St. Petersburg, Florida." "A, / 

// 'f fill "•!\ •*. - \ nb i'\ 

We would greatly appreciate your ordering an in¬ 
vestigation by the FBIc Should the U. S. Supreme Godrt, in 
the cases.argued before it. December 9rll, declare"segregation 
in public schools 1 unconstitutional, there may be several out¬ 
fits which, capitalize on racial and religious bigotry which 
may attempt, tQ.stir up trouble. Action by the FBI to nip this 
would be of great value in preventing others from creating dis 
order which.we as a nation can ill afford at this critical 
Juncture of world history .X 


of^hur.-.-Florida State 


[qhf erenqe of Branches 
be glad to cooperate with you in your investigation. 


= 80779 ©“ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


can be reached at 
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ESGMX-XQMMUmaP 

Keep Negroes Out of White 
Schools ^ 

N JOIN NOW! 1 

SOUTHERN KNIGHTS 

EC EC EC J 

x P. 0. Box 1132 _ x 

Station A N 


St. Petersbpirgy Florida 
v 


A 
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April *1, 1953 


J*£ft4O.wtK*J0b: vGu MR. TULCUtf 

UK. LADD 

<SS: KE»- 

During the c»unt o* my conversation with the 
Attorney General on another menuoaed that Mr. JA alter 

"'white and hi* group from th^-tTatioual Association for the Advance¬ 
ment of Colored People are coming in to ace him Friday at 4:90. 
ile wondered if we bad anything to the mid ol Civil Rights which 
he ought to know about. 1 told him 1 did not but that it might he well 
tor us to prepare a memorandum for him on the thiag* that have been 
done; that we have had a pretty good record in that field and Mr. >. hitc 
has been rather commendatory of u* in letter* aa wall as some o. tua 
articles. 1 stated 1 did not know what trail he was on now; that he 
very ardently supported our pssitioa m the Civil eights cases in. iMew 
York and alio in the cases initiated in Uiami. 2 stated it might oe 
well for us to have a memorandum along this hue so that if ne has 
any criticisms or complaints at least he, the Attorney General, can 
gjoiafc out the good things the Department has done. The Attorney 
General stated thi* would be very helpful and 1 told him i would have 
a memorandum to him within the next day. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED • 
date_»-by 


7 Tv-m 

w AK/ 

* •*!- UBt-os . -- 


Very truly youis, 

J € it- 

John Ldfcar Hoover 
Director 

*N».* 

/66-3*83. t /h& 
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Dr, Walter V/hite 
executive Secretary 
national Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Dcopl 
20 bent Fortieth Street 
1/en York 18, New York 

Leer Ur » White: 







4 . It was a pleaeure to recoiue your fine letter oi ' 
December 21, 1953, witn enclosures, and I vxio particularly 
intorcoted in seeing the copy of your cablegram to the inrre 
<*cyro POj's wno have refused repatriation, It iocs extremely 
well prepared, 


Ih line with our conversation, you may feel free to 
utilise tne fallowing statement of mine relative to your radio 
program 


l SAN! "POV D 


\jnfF . 

• jEM IL :* 


f- 


"ft sta ny belief that Dr, halter White's radio program 
makes a valuable contribution to intelligent enlighten¬ 
ment in a crucial sector of this democracy's struggle 
against the forces of bigotry, prejudice and subversion, 
2'he aims of his program are straightforward and simple, 

0 . B > ev.pnasiaes the truism that freedom belongs to eiery^ 
one^ that equal rights ’;aue been bestowed by our Creatob 
cT by our laws withouc regard bo race, creed or 
t ligion, »he rigntly contends that justice doec not 
where there is partiality in Administering tne 
law. Be urges unceasing vlgilufice Sjc^n^t the Communists 
wnose determination to sow disunity^ netful ly appreciates, 

* ' _ m w 

n o 


commendable," 
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ft l£r, White's efforts to create 'p^Jf^ic rt&'ini on uaseci on 
intelligent understanding and appr&siegti on of the need 
for unity of nurvose K ama$g'*bill AmhZlc'bns almost 
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ith copy of incoming 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


When you “told me the other evening in Harvey's Restaurant 
that my radio program was no longer heard in Washington I 
was quite surprised. But as I said the .otheiyTvlght, the 
■public seems to prefer Milton Berle to WalteiHJhite. 

I am glad to say, however^ that-~the x program is still heard 
over WLIB in New York and in Bostoh^'Bt. Louis, Los Angeles 
and one or two other citiesA. 

//'/ , i 

fl was particularly pleased at your comment^'about the pro¬ 
gram. I have tried to do ,as intelligent and honest a pro¬ 
gram as I was capable of doing'. It means considerable 
extra work in a very crowded schedule, but I have been glad 
to do it because I believe I was bringing guests and infor¬ 
mation to the American public which was somewhat different 
from that on any other program. But because the program is 
carried in most places as a sustaining one, there just isn't 
money to do the kind of promotion 1 which is required in these 
times. Enclosed is a listing of guests 'who have appeared 
during the past year, to which someday I will be honored to 
add your name. 


I do wish vou could have h eard last week's program when 

J who was a prisoner,of war in Korea 
for 1 , 1)14 hays, told a thrilling story of hpv the Communists 
at first attempted to - bribe him to turn against democracy 
and then tortured.him horribly when he refused to do so. They 
made the quite errpheous approach believing that he would be 
a pushover because he is a Negro. Incidentally, I may do 
an article for LOOK Magazine on how Negro American POW's 
resisted Communist propaganda to a greater extent than other 
Americans, according to Army G-2. ' ' 


Arid here is a copy of a cablegram I sent Thursday to the three 
Negro POW's among the twenty-two Americans.who thus far re¬ 
fused repatriation. I am reliably informed that at least 
two of the three Negroes are eager to come home but are in¬ 
timidated by some of the other Americans. I do hope that , 

‘OM INDEXED-20 /I iM 


HOY rOUftYsKfclS NOW 
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^ecember 21, 1953 



this cablegram may induce them to change their minds. 


( Returning to the radio program. I would very much appreciate 
the letter you agreed to send me expressing your opinion of 
it. I believe it and several others, including one from the 
War Department, may possible restore tne program to Washing¬ 
ton and perhaps cause it to be heard in other cities. 



Walter White 


Mr. J.'Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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Guests who have appeared on t.he_Walte 


te Show - WLIB 


Hep. Jacob K 


Senator Hu DenIr/HTlnp hrey 


Mr. Averel 


rrimap 


Senator -fistes-iCefauver 


Waite 


ther 


Dr. Channing Hr-Wbias 


President oi Haiti 


Bishop Henry Kno: 


Franklin D.'TlCbsevelt, Jr. 

r 

|(P0W-Korea) 


Robert F^_J4ggner 


___ i^AIUE. 
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J DOMESTIC SERVICE' V 

Chock tho clou of eorvicedceired; 
oLherwTfco this message vrill be 
sent ae af 61 Fra to telegram 


. ^F [ b 1 UNION 

____ W P MARSHALL president 

NO . WPS • _ CL. _ OFS»C. PD OR COLL _ CASH NO CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

__L_ NAACP 20 West 40tn at. 

■ SW thi/olhwfoa mtuafc, lubjtcl lo iht Itrmi cn back hinof, wAicA arc htrtby atrtid to 

JNE 1 - 3 BOOK MESSAGE DEFERRED CABLE DECEMBER 17, 1953 


j/.. ^TE aMAJIPN AL SLRV CE V 
y |2ll Check the data of cervioc d wired. I 

otberwioothi^mceoAgowtllbe I 

• aent at the full role 


FULL 

LETTER 

RATE 

telegram 


VICTORY I I SHIP 
^LETTER I RADIOGRAM I 


JNE 1 _ / 

C/0 NEUTRAL NATIONS REPATRIATION COMMISSION 
PANHUNJOM, KOREA 


63575 


C/O NEUTRAL NATIONS REPATRIATION COMMISSION, 
PANMUNJOM, KOREA i 


use?! is d?&sAsaf#® ■ 

sniTE Jit It i 


C/O NEUTRAL NATIONS REPATRIATION COMMISSIO^IS IV 
PANMUNJOM, KOREA ^ ‘ 

AS A FELLOW NEGRO AMERICAN MAY I URGE YOU RECONSIDER YOUR ABANDONMENT 

OF DEMOCRACY AND EMBRACING OF COMMUNISM. I DO NOT FOR A MOMENT ASSERT 

THAT FULL FREEDOM FOR THE AMERICAN NEGRO HAS BEEN WON OR THAT WE ARE YET 

NEAR THAT GOAL. BUT DURING THE THIRTY-FIVE YEARS I HAVE BEEN PRIVILEGED 

TO WORK FOR JUSTICE AND TOTAL EQUALITY THROUGH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE I HAVE SEEN MANY CHANGES FOR THE BETTER. 

THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS SUCH CHANGES SINCE YOU LEFT. YOU NOW SERVE IN 

AN UNSEGREGATED AMERICAN ARMY AND IN WASHINGTON, D. C., TODAY YOU CAN 

EAT IN ANY RESTAURANT, WHICH WAS NOT TRUE WHEN YOU LEFT. UNITED STATES 

SUPREME COURT HAS JUST HEARD ARGUMENTS ON ABOLITION OF SEGREGATION IN 

ALL PUBLIC EDUCATION. WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT WE HAVE AN EXCELLENT 

CHANCE OF WINNING. BUT IF WE DO NOT WE SHALL GO BACK AGAIN AND AGAIN TO 


-more- 
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J dom garic eewvic'g V." 

Ct.eck lUbduaof Mrricoduiw?; 
othonnM this tnwsago nil! b» 


FULL RATE 
TELE}*/*** 


Sebim. 


DAY 

*Vcma 

— 

NIGHT 

LETTER 

r 


fib’ nr" ic 


NO. WDS.'Cl. OF SVC. I PD OR COLL. 


UNION 

W P MARSHALL, PRESIDENT 
NO 1 CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 


\ JL j&rtim&Mk amcc V 

1211 ChscklbccUasofsorvicsdsBirocI; 

olberwita this mcwogo tvi)J be 
•onl At tbe full rate 


FULL 

RATE 


LETTER 1 

TELEGRAM | 

VICTORY 

\LET7ER 

- 

SHIP 

RAOIOGRAM f* 


Send tht following message, subject to the term* on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 


63576 


THE COURTS OF LAW AND OF PUBLIC OPINION UNTIL EVERY VESTIGE OF SEGRE¬ 
GATION OR DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RACE, RELIGION, COLOR OR NATIONAL 
ORIGIN IS ELIMINATED FROM AMERICAN LF E. WE URGE YOU TO COME HOME AND 
JOIN IN THAT FIGHT. 


WALTER WHITE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE 

20 West 40th Street, New York, N. Y. 


, • ^ 


- T 


• V - ^ 
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no or uwwm noi 


OP JWflCf 


JJMjBAR (#7) 

NY 100-7629 
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t«: BUREAU 


WAS A MEMBER CF THE PRO COMMUNIST GROUP AND AS SUCH VLAS A DISRUPTER OF 
NAACP AFFAIRS TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT WHTTE* FINALLY REPORTED HIM TO DIRECTOR 


HOOVER AND ADVISED THE DIRECTOR THAT IF IT WAS NECESSARY TO SfcND A MAN INTO 
THE NAACI 1 ONE SHOULD BE SELECTED WHO WOULD NOT DISRUPT '"HE ACTIVITY OF THE 
j ORGAN I UmON. SOME OF THOSE IN ATTENDANCE A7TE’ ? K TO QUEZON LR. WHITE 

FURTHER CONCERNING THIS MATTER BUT WERE UNABLE TO C t AIN ji'DITTOUAL DERAILS. 
MP« WHITE ALSO ADVIS'D THIS GROUP TKA T A SHORT AGO n; Ml T MR. HOOVER T N 
HARVEYS t-FSTAURANT TN WASHINGTON, D.C. WFRRP VR. ’lOOW*- WAS "'l THE COMPANY 
j " OF ONE OF HIS ASSISTANTS. AS A RESULT OF IH. r -> ULK, f Jr DIRECTOR SENT WHITE 

' A LITTER OF COmNDATION. MR. ..HITE DESTI II ED THE I THi AS "THE LIKE CF 

' ' ( WHICH NOT MANY PEOPLE IN THE US EV JL RECJV.-D." ’ “ITT 1 . ADDED "I W 1 OLD LOVE 

1 ) 11 HAVE MC CAPTHY CALL ME TC TESTIFY SO THAT I COULD I ODUCK THJI L -TIER AS 


AN INDICATION OF THE TYPE OF CITIZEN I AM". 


ADVISED THE 


FOLI^y^TNG WERE IN ATTENDANCE DURING THE POST BANQUET GATHERING: 


NEGRO NAACP STATE 


I_I NEGRO, A'!D|_ 

IaLSC ADVISED THAT AT THE PRESENT TIKEf 






NEGRO, Ii 


J CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT, 


| FOR NAACPo ACCCFDING TCj_ 

I UNDER THF NAME'' 



ATTENDED THE LENIN SCHOOL AT MOSCOW. THE A30VE IS BEING 


.* SUBMITTED ^OR THF INFO/[PE BUREAU .AND NO FURTHER INQUIRY WILL BE MADE IN TUI'S 


^ '“™ " ACB * * 


KELLY ™ U- 

tx>M. iHifo oivteum 


Approved: 


8«nt. 








W'. if.iTOWiL. 

' VI.i. lli-ora—- 

Mr. Holloman— 
Mias Gwyly— — 


naenAi BuaEflu o? itm$T)emc:i 

U. 3. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

W iWBW t B mm 


ALL INFORMATION CONTWf^ 




WASH 5 FROM PHILA 


2-25-54 


6-25 PM EST 


DIRECTOR,....ATTENTION ASSISTANT TO DIRECTOR NICHOLS.URGENT 


FOLLOWING APPEARS IN COLUMN BY WALTER WHITE, HEADED QUOTE IS NOBODY 

II 

SAFE - SMEAR OF WARREN RAISES QUESTION ENMUOTEj- IN ISSUES FEB, 

II I 

TWENTYFIFTH, THE EVENING BULLETIN, PHILA —QUOTE HOW WIDESPREAD AND 
IMMEDIATE THE DANGER IS TO THE REPUTATION OF EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND |CHILn 
IN THE UNITED STATES WAS REVEALED TO THIS COMMENTATOR RECENTLY BY OMlj ' 
OF THE ABLEST AND MOST CONSERVATIVE LAWYERS IN THE UNITED STATES; i ^ 

^ <Vg 

|HE TOLD ME IN DAZED UNBELIEF HOW A GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATOR HAD COME (I 


TO HIS OFFICE TO MAKE ENQUIRIES ABOUT THE LOYALTY WD \ ■ 

t 4Jr 

eat£V' . 

/■ V) 

/ »0 ■ 

(BRILLIANTLY. THE LAWYER WAS SO INDIGNANT THAT SO ABLE AND UNS.ELFI^M v ’ 

Jl' » > 

A CITIZEN SHOULD BE SUBJECT ED TO THE HUMILIATION OF ENQUIRY AMON$ HI^ \ 
FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES, THE FBI INVESTIGATOR EXPLAINED APOLOGETICALLY 
THAT AN ANONYMOUS LETTER FORCED HIM TO MAKE THE INVESTIGATION, AN|) ( 

HE WAS MERELY DOING JHE TASK ASSIG ^Jq^q 1 ^* INftUjyp^ 


F'^NY RECEIVED, WILL BE NO COMMENT 

tt. >WS6 K& 

frfPH R 5 WA IS T 

.. .J-'W . 






ABBATfC 


zy 1 


HIS IS PH 






UNITED STAT! 


GOVERNMENT 


DATB: Feb. 26, 19 


Mr. Toleon 


FROM « 


L. B. Nichols 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN 

HERE'io IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF.. UlllL Mj&gsMt' 


rw W8bi*j 


HLVW “ With reference to the t^l|type from the Philadelphia 
Field Office reporting the item in Walter*' White I s* column in the 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin for February 25th, referring to an Agent 
apologizing for making an investigation of one of the nations top bankers 
on the ground an anonymous letter forced him to make the investigation, 

I desire to advise I talked to White about this today and asked White if 
he could identify the case for me, although I was not interested in 
inquiring into his sources of information. White stated his source of 
information was a very reputable, conservative lawyer; that he would 
vouch for this lawyer on a stack of Bibles. He stated the lawyer had 
told him the story two or three weeks ago and also related that other 
persons interviewed had commented on the waste of time in investigating 
the banker; that the lawyer would be in New York on Monday and White 
would prefer to talk to the lawyer and get his approval to furnish me 
the full story which the lawyer had told him, along with the identification 
of the case. 


White stated his item in his column was not intended to 
be critical; that the lawyer was not critical of the FBI but was critical 
of the system and of placing unnecessary burdens on the FBI. I told White 
I, of course, did not want to dispute him but if this were the case, then I 
thought he could have made this point clear in his column; that any person 
reading the column would construe this as a disclosure of some impropriety 
on the part of the FBI; that we, of course, were not protesting that at the 
moment because we did not know the facts; that we wanted to get the facts 
and if the facts supported what White said, we wanted to look into them; 
if they did not , we would want, .of course, to have the correct facts used. 



White stated he thoroughly agreed and would call me on 
Monday. If he does not call me on Monday, I will get after him on . 
Monday afternoon. „ 


LBN;MP 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


luBV 


COLUMN BY WALTER WHITEJREGARDINa 
ALLEGED FBI INVESTIGATION OF f 


SYNOPSIS 


By memo to Mr, Tolson dated February 26, 19S4, you advise 
of item appearing in Walter White's column in Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin on February 25, 1954, referring to SA apologising for con¬ 
ducting investigation of one of Nation's top bankers on the grounds 
that an anonymous letter forced him to make the investigation• You 
further advised you had talked to V/alter ]Yhite concerning this, and 
White said his information had come from very reputable lawyer who 
was reliable, White indicat ed neith er h e nor lawyer in tended to be 
c ritical of F BlT^White saicTlie would check with lawyer , to get his* 
approval to furnish the full story. White called you on March 1, 


true name 


ed Atomic 


, 1953 . Jester I 
this i nvea tiSr ^i 
Ttsrm^"~\b, c 
^“Tn^rigard \ 
•eferred to in Waiter White 's r ' 

_ . -an anonymous letter dated J J 

ntAt o the President concerning |_| 

1 of Mili tary Intelligence. Anonymously 
1 of pro-Communist group within^\ 
uld not have been retained by G-2 if it ® •• 


J i nv_esti_g_atur n was conducted 
anonymous Tet iTr^cbtilfWrnTfNy 
column, it is n 
Sep tember 28. 1 
and | 

letter alleg ed I 
G-2 and that \ 
were not for\ 
letter sent fo - 
Attorney General advised he referred 
Dawson 


eputy Attorney Gener al in December , 1950, and Deputy* 

_ case to Donald J 

administrative assistant to President who in turn brought x 
it to attention of Secretary of State. AEA applicant reports in ^ 
summer'*l953 referred to Sherman Adams at Y/hite H ouse, as well as n- 
to ONI . Last efficiency report of SA of New York reflects 

favcrably upon ,his maturity, judgment and discretion, as well as 3 
attjtudeH^ar.4 work. RECORDED - 0 ~3AgXl<S/ -~ I* , R 

co - 'tt&inchZl. INDEXED-S. ) g 

Mr. Rose* __ l W § 

GWGliba W S 


Energy applicant investigation of 

in June-July, 

was interviewed by New York Officer 

n connection with i 



V 


§ 


Memorandum to Mr. Nichole 


March 3, '1954 


RECOMMENDATION : 

(1) That SAC Kelly of the New Y ork Office be telephonically 
instructed to immediately question &A | | concerning his b6 

in terview with Webster in June, 1953, during the investigation bic 

of \ | and t hat SAC Kel ly be instructed to obtain a detailed 

memorandum from | concerning this matter. 



(2) In the event that iS /1 I I denies having mentioned b6 

an anonymous letter regarding | to Webster, it is felt that b7c 

SAC Kelly should be instructed to personally contact Webster and 
inquire when the interview was conducted in which mention was made 
of the anonymous letter. In this regard, it is noted that the 
interview with Webster by the New York Office was in June, 1953, 
whereas the item concerning the interview did not appear in Walter 
White's column until February 25, 1954—eight months later. It 
has further been noted that oth er gover nmental agencies have, in 
the past, expressed interest ini L i <+. i_a ^ L ^* n 

/ 
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Memorandum to Mr• Nichols 


March 3, 1954 


DETAILS: 


By memorandum to Mr, Tolson dated February 26, 1954, 
you advised that the Philadelphia Office had reported an item 
had appeared in Walter White's column in the Philadelphia Evening 
Bulletin on February 25, 1954, referring to an Agent apologizing 
for conducting an investigation of one of the Nation s top bankers 
Ion the ground that an anonymous letter forced him to make the 
1 investigation, 

In your memorandum of February 26, 1954, you advised 
that you had talked to Walter White concerning this matter and 
had asked White if he could identify the case• White said his 
source of information was a very reputable, conservative lawyer 
and that he would vouch for the lawyer "on a stack of Bibles," 
According to White, the lawyer related that other persons 
interviewed had commented on the waste of time in investigating 
the banker, White so id he would talk to the lawyer and get 
his approval to furnish you the full story. Additionally, White 
stated his column was not intended to be critical and that the 
lawyer was not critical of the FBI but was critical of the 
system and of placing unnecessary burdens on the Bureau, You 
told White that anyone reading the column would construe it 
as a disclosure of some impropriety on the part of the FBI; 
that the Bureau wanted to get the facts and if the facts support 
what White said, we wanted to look into them. If the facts 
did not bear out the allegation, however, the Bureau would want 
to have the correct facts used. 

In connection with this memorandum of February 26, 

1954, the Director noted, "Try and get this nailed down, H," 

On March 1, 1954, Walter White called you to advise 
that he had seen the lawyer who had been the source for the 
item which had appeared in his column in the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin on February 25, 1954, White identified the 
source os Bethyel Webster, President of the New York City Bar 
Association, According to White, Webster felt without any 
criticism whatever toward the Bureau that it was highly improper 
to investigate a man of the standing of the banker on the basis 
of some crazy letter, _ He identified the banker osl 

f true n ame I b 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols 


March 3, 1954 


RE BUREAU INVES'l 


_£_Z 


Bufiles reflect that has been investigated 

only on one occasion by the Bur eau. In June and July, 1953, 
the Bureau investigate d| |aa an Atomic Energy Act 

applicant. The investigation was requested by the Atomic 
Energy Commission and was conducted by the Bureau in accordance 
with its responsibilities under public Law #396 of the 82nd 
Congressj passed on April 5, 1952. Following receipt of an 
Atomic Energy Commission personnel security questionnaire, 
the Bureau’s AEA applicant investigation was opened on June 5j 
1953. Copies of the letter opening the investigation were sent 
to New York, Washington Field Office, Boston and Baltimore. 


On June 22, 1953, Sherman Adams, Assistant to the 
president, wrote the Birector requesting name checks /and 
investigations on individuals who were being considered for 
Presidential appointments. Included in the list of individuals 
under the ”name checks” category was I 1 By letter dated 

June 26, 1953, the Birector advised Mr. Adams that the Bureau 
was conduc ting an A tomic Energy Act applicant investigation 
relative to | [ and that Mr. Adams would be promp tly advised 

of the results upon the completion of the inquiry. _ 

By letter dated July 17, 1953, the Bire ctor fur nished 
Mr. Adams eleven investigative reports concerning | l aa well 

as photostatic copies of hearingb held before the Special 
Committee of the Committee on Military Affairs, Hous e of 

Dam 4-n V tt ^ a am TTYm V mu a m.i O n T r ^ » J I 


¥ V V V* vov i/fffrrrfr v v v \s i w Jxl y J. v i 14 I y jxj J ** * * w j fj (j u, o 

Representatives, on February 27, 1945, pertaining to\^_ 
Copies of the investigative reports were, of course, a 
furnished to the A tomic En ergy Commission, and copies o 

also were furnished to ONI • 


reports c oncerning 



By report dated July 1, 1953, SA 
reported the results of investi gation conducted by the New York 
Office in connection with the AEA applicant investigation of 
On page 8 and 9 of this report an interview with 
Bethuel Webster, president of the Association of the Bar of the 
City of New fork, is set forth. Webster is reflec te d in the 
report as commenting favorably conoerningi ( _ 


4 





Memorandum to Mr, Nichols 


March 3, 1954 


RE ANONYMOUS LETTER PERTAINING TO I I BELIEVED POSSIBLY 

IDENTICAL TO ANONYMOUS LETTER REFERRED TO IN WRITE'3 COLUMN: 


concerning 
the Bureau 
JinHles at 
1 1 By 


A "Reque st for Report on Loyalty Data" form 

\ dated October 6, 1950, was forwarded to b6 
by tfte^Wtate Department in 1950, A review of b7c 
that tame revealed considerable information on 
memorandum dated December 27, 1950, the Director 


ad vised Depu ty Attorney General peyton Ford of the receipt 
of | 1 loyalt y form and of information in Bufiles 

concerning j | Included in the information furnished 

peyton Fora was the following; 

i "ln an- anonymous letter to the president dated 
Septemb er 28, 1945, information was set out con- 
cerning I | jn this letter the individual 

who wrote the letter stated tha t he had served 
with I [ in Military 

intelligence, A State Departm 
that the author of this letter 
| |who was at 


1 


nt co ntact advise 
was a L___r^ 
one 'time attached to the_ 

The letter stated that when 
_^came into Military Intelligence, 
TTim numerous young lawyers who 
loyal to him from his own law 
law firms and included in this 


he brought with 
were personally 
firm and similar 

group was j __ 

Regarding | t oro-Communist beliefs, 

the writer of this communication stated *he has 
been the vigorous leader of a pro-Communist group 
within G-2 to a point where he attempted to have 
the truth preseated not from the simple American 
point of view but in the light most favorable 
to the Russians, A study of the personnel in G-2 
will reveal that he permitted officials with 
known Communist leanings to sit in positions 
where they could influence the presentation of 
intelligence, 1 Th e letter continued ' There is a 
saying in G-2 that | | would not 

have las ted one week if his former law partner, 

| \ were not in a position of importance, ,n 


b6 

b7C 
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Memorandum to Mr* Nichols 


March 3, 1954 


At the conclusion of the memorandum to Peyton Ford 
dated December 27, 1950, the Director stated, "Tour opinion 

I is requested as to the advis ability of conducting a loyalty b6 

investigation of\ leased on the foregoing information, b7c 

If no investigatiafr~Ts~inrsired, please advise whether the 
information set out above should be referred to the Civil Service 
Commission and the employing agency or whether the loyalty form 
should be retu rned marked 1 no disloyal data, FBI files, ,,r 


The Bureau periodically followed this matter with 
Deputy Attorney general peyton Ford, By memorandum dated 

20, 1951, Peyton Ford advised the Director, "The file 
|in this case, including a copy of your confidential memorandum 
of December 27, 1950, has been brought to the attention of 
Honorable Donald S• Dawson, Administrative Assistant to the 
president, who has in turn brought it to the attention of the 
Sec retary of State, This action was taken in order that the b6 
top officials who are concerned with the important matters in blc 
which \ I t3 engaged might be made aware of the allegations. 


"it has been concluded by Mr, Dawson and the State 
Department that in view of the very vague and rather nebulous 
nature of the charges, whi oh seem to apply to someone else 
rather than to 
m view of this 


no 


_] an investigation is n ot justified• 

investigation is required," 


By memorandum dated September 6, 1951, Deputy 
Attorney general peyton Ford advised the Director, "in view 
of the action which has been taken of furnishing the information 
to the Secretary of State, it w ould appea r that it would be 
sufficient to note on the form | \loyalty form) that 

information in the files of the Federal Bureau of investigation 
has been furnished to the Secretary of State with an added 
notation that no investigation is being conducted," 


b6 

b7C 


Regarding the anonym ous 
September 28, 1945, concerning [~ 

File Review Unit has checked all avai 
effort to determine whether the Bureau 
pertaining to this' anonymous l etter 


lett er to the President dated 

it is to be noted that th e 
able 


LI 

l 


in an 


references to _ 

has a record of information 
being furnished to the New York 


Office, Several references to\ |were out of file and not 

located; however, nearly 200 .were., reviewed by the File Review Section, 
and none of these disclose that the information concerning the 
( <anonymous letter had been furnished to the New York Office, 
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Memorandum to Mr, Nichols 


March 3, 1954 


In regard to Bethnal Webster, a Loyalty of govern¬ 
ment Employees investigation concerning Webster was conducted 
in 1949-50, The investigation was terminated by Webster's 
termination of employment with the Department of the Army 
in January, 1950, It should be noted that in an "Application 
for Fed eral Employment Form" executed by Webster in 1949, 

| was listed as a reference, (121-20897-14) 

RE &4| I NEW YORK OFFICE: b< 


SA I \ a&zirwanrtc tB: is the FBI Agent who 

interviewed Webster in regard to I A brief review of 

his personnel file reveals that __|entered on duty 

as a Special Agent May 12, 1947, and that h e has been assigned 
to the New York Office since May 27, 1950• | has 

been in OS-12 since August, 1 951. In hi s last efficiency 
rating, dated March 31, i&ggj l ~l was rated as satisfactory 

and the notation was made that he showed capability for 
additional responsibi lity. It was observed that he had been 
assigned to the applicant section of the New York Office for 
the entire period of April 1, 1952, to March 31, 1953. He 
was described as being mature and as possessing good judgment 
and discretion . Jt was observed that he had been assigned 
to the most complicated investigations on the applicant squad 
and had handled these assignments in an entirely satisfactory 
manner. It was noted that he had been assigned to interviewing 
prominent persons and that his contacts all had been handled 
well and he had proven himself to be an able representative 
of the Bureau. Additionally, his attitude toward his work was 
described as "consistently excellent," his voluntary overtime 
was well above the office average and his performance was "well ( 
above average." |~ | 

It has previously been noted in thi s memora ndum that other 
government agencies have shown an interest i n | I and that 

information c oncernin a the anonymous letter to the President 
pertaining to |is known to agencies other than the Bureau, 

I l interview with Webster took place in June, 1953; 

whereas, the reference to Webster being interviewed did not appear 
in Walter White's column until February 25, 1954—eight months 
later. It is not unreasonable to suspect that an investigator 
from another government agency may have interviewed Webster some¬ 
time between July, 1953, and February, 1954, and made the statement 
concerning the anonymous letter • 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


MR. TOJLSOJtf 


March 4, 1954 


DATE: 


L B. NICHOLS 


FROM f 


Tr»cy_ 

L*uj[bl!n 


«i«rn»«d 

13 7CT.I.. ■>. 
Hollo*** _ 
C.«Jy_ 


subject : COMINFIL NAACP, IS-C 

Reference is made to the Air-Tel from New York, dated'March 2, 1954, 
concerning the above-captioned matter, on page 2 of which there is a fttat ement.jjhat 
Walt er-'Wh ite told a group which met. at the home of j ~| after the 

NAACP banquet on January 30, 1954, that after recently meeting Mr. Hoover in 
Harvey's, Mr. Hoover sent White a letter of commendation. The Director noted: 
"Let me see this letter. " 


There is attached an incoming letter dated December 21, 1953, from White > 
referring to a meeting with the Director the other evening in Harvey's at which time v 
White's radio program was discussed. White askejd the-Director for a letter express¬ 
ing his opinion of the progr^rn. A reply was sent fifr White on December 28, 1953, ^ 

[the yellow of which is attach^cf. , l.‘(l|^l r 32U24l-^) > i|vi 

LBN:FML> U . 4 < 

Attachment K'Ei;.D'i*r^ . j : •'? k. /) LA ^ 


CC - Mr. .Bdlmont 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: March 12, 1954 

b6 to ioo 

i 


FROM s 


^ <o 

COLUMN B Y WALTER WHIT E. REGAR: 
ALLEGED FBI INVESTIGATION OE 


SUBJECT: 


Referance is made to the memorandum from Mr* Jones to 
Mr, Nichols, dated March 3, 1954, concerning the above-oaptioned 
matter, < . 


OanOy. 


It w^ll be remembered that White wrote a newspaper 
oolumn in tha^PhIladelphiaBulletin on 2/25/54 referring to an Agent 
apologizing 'Vo a lawyer for conducting an investigation of one of the 
nation*s top bankers on the grounds that an anonymous letter foroed 
him to make the investigation. After Mr. Niohols talked to White, 
White Identified the lawyer as Bethuel Webster, the President of 
the New York City Bar Association. 


In the referenced memorandum it w as recommended that SAC 
Kelly of the New York Office, find out from 
of the New York. Office, who interviewed Web 
an Atomio Energy 
banker involved), 

anonymous letter to Webster and that I 


on with b7c 
_ (the 

1953* as to whether he mentioned an i 

denied it, then ? 

Kelly was to Interview Webster to get his story arid to explain to ,, \ 

him that the investigation by the Bureau in June, 1953, was conducted^ \ 

pursuant to an Act of Congress and that the Bureau had no alternative \ \ 

except to oonduct the investigation. ' 1 

At 10:05 A.M., 3/8/54, Mr. Kelly was appropriately advised s 
by the writer. At 5:45 P.M., the same date, SAC Kelly advised that \ 

there was no reference In the New York files to an v anonymous letter rs 

Involving ! l and that Agent ! I had been interviewed^ \ 

by Mr. Kelly and stated he did not know of any letter and cert ainly bo J 
did not mention any letter to Mr. Webster; that I I re o al le do a-J 

the intervi ew - that Mr. Webster was very courteous and spoke well of ^1 V 
and that the Interview was completely without incident. j 


The referenced memorandum referred to an anonymous letter 
whioh had been written t o the President on^Septemb er 20, 1945, b 
concern ing, pri ncipally 
mention and 

between and 


t If it wasn't fo: 
and the fact that 

‘<£U0fiD£D • 9 _ 
INDEXED ■ 5 


Mr. Nichols 







Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


Job* 1 l wouldn’t be able to hold a Job In G-2 because of his b 7 c 

pro-Coramunist at t ltude. 

( The referenced memorandum. Page 6, stated that nearly 200 
file references were reviewed and there was no Indication that the 
New York Office had been advised of this letter. 

f After Mr. Kelly’s oall, a complete review was made of our 

files and this review definitely shows; that the New York Office did 
'not receive any information concerning the anonymous letter. 

Mr. Kelly then stated that he would interview Bethuel 
Webster at the earliest possible moment. 


* At 1:20 P.M., V12M. Mr. Kelly pal led and in the absence 

of the writer advised Supervisor ! that he had interviewed b6 

Bethu el Webster a nd that Webster recal led having been contacted by 
Agent ! I He sta ted that Agent[ \ men tio ned no letter 

to hlm J 7 th at | [ c ondii'ct'ed",hiins eIf in a perfectly proper' mariner; 

that at^nd^lme did he make any applogies'jfpr having. tcTjrnake the 
rhV5H yigatl,on.~ He tfeht'lofied nothing con cernin g a n a nonymous, letter 
andT L a ccgrdl^J^or^e^^^ knewIhothing„about.ah' 

\ anonymous letter. Webster^received SAC Kelly very well and stated 
'that the "'Agent' conducted his interview in a brief, bright and thorough 
manner. 

Mr. Webster spoke highly of the Director and indicated 
that he liked the Agents of the Bureau very much. Mr. Webster stated 
that he understo od very well t he Bureau’s position in conducting the 
investigation of 

Mr. Kelly advised that he was sending a detailed letter to 
the Bureau pertaining to this matters 

RECOMMENDATION : ' 

It would appear that either White or Webster is a liar. 

It is suggested that upon receipt of the letter from the New York 
Office, consideration be given to contacting White and 

advising him that we have been In touch with Mr. Webster and that 
Mr. Webster completely denies the story which appeared in White's 
column. 






• rsr * 

\ m ! 

Office Memorandum • united _■ government 

JJ S,.~h .. > 


FROM I 


SUBJECT: 


UbMCMSHRS 
tja ^licstottesl 


Mr, Toleon 
L. B. Ni^h^e— 


,// CT fossa 

JpCOLUMN BX-W ABTER WHITE..REGARDING 
^ \AjjlEfflSD FBL1NVS ST1GAX10N OF 


yfc'JSsrjz? 

DATB: April 12, 1954 SSI* — 


CI*« 

GUvifl 
, ^pMarbo 
* obco 


'"*7-. 

lobr y 

"roller jr 

'jfJcrUJwd _ 


gTOlc. Roora — 
Holloman- 

Miss Good?— 



I talked to Walte r White about his column of February 25, lVb4, 
wherein he referred to a lawyer being indignant regarding an FBI investigation 
of an unselfish citizen and of an Agent apologetically stating he received an 
anonymous letter. You will recall that Walter subsequently informed me that 
his source was Bethuel Webster. We have talked to Webster and Webster did 
not support White's statement. 

In my conversation with White today, I advised him that we had 
talked to Mr. Webster in line with our previous agreement; that Webster did 
not support White in his comments. I outlined Webster's position as set forth 
in SAC Kelly's letter dated March 12, 1954. White stated he was dumbfounded 
because Webster was'quite, agitated when he talked to him, and when Webster 
I returns from Europe, he is going to tackle Webster about this. In the meantime, 
he appreciated being set straight and would try to correct the situation. 


cc: Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Rosen 


LBN:arm 


J ) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HER-.Ti IS UNCLASSIFIED 


RECORDED ■ C 
WBEXED. q 



A PR 31 1954 


<1 ^ 
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Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Ne*?e 

I ele. Room_ 
[r. Hollomai 
[iu G»wdy_ 


. Higar Hoover, 

Feaeral Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 


_ rm 

In <* television interview a wee« ago, you ware quote] 

as Baying that tne^NatlonaL Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People watr-ongagea in furthering the assigns of the founa 
\3 * «c 

fathers of tarie country. That, at least, was the general meaning 
of your stat'eaeat,^ae I understood it. - May I sen what it was, pr 
cisely,* that you said? Or If it was a part of some longer discus 
eion that was published, where was the publication? [J 

. a 

^ I^houid be very grateful for tnls Information; line many 
»thers*I regard your stateaanta with deep respect. 
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Your lotUr of May 12, 1957, has buss received 
Auiaf Mr. Hoovsr'a absence freon tbs city, and I am achaowledglnf 


Sincerely yours, 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in'Bufiles. It is believed that 
ha la referring to comments made on the Mike Wallace television program 
| on May 5, 1957, at which time Wallace was interviewing a high official 
of the Ku Klux Klan. While the comments of Wallace are no£3dentM0|ri» 
in Bufiles, it is believed that he had reference te a statement^hirn^|i|ad 
Walter White, Executive Secretary of the National Assoclatic^for t||e\ ^ 

Advancement ef Colored People in December, 1953 hi regard fb Widths 
radio program. This statement, while not mentioning the NAX£p bjp r 3 
p. .ajups, commented on the contribution being made by White's perfrapu^ 
l«JagsipMt the force ofbigotrv nrehiillce and subversion. Subeeq^nMly^^ 

^ it^ps a#cortalne<wttiStJ White-hois *«A^|fidd] erji»od^4^b*liformaU«©esoCerniOf 
o^anddJPI investigation in his newspaper column and furthsr in March, 1994, 
^Whltu was allsged to have bragged of thenBdtteb fttfm the Dirscter in mi 


^ibo%«aiag manned' f 114e Directed noted tb£ ir regret now I seat suck 
»lMtff 1* view of turn White has takea$ai/ff r *tfrKriew of above, it is not 
*dvi*oble Jttf comment concerning correspondent's inquiries. 
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OFFICIAL IND^CATED/BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Ladd i 

Mr. Nichole _ 

Mr. Belmont _ 

i Mr. Clegg _ 

Mr. Glavin _ 

Mr. Harbo _ 

Mr. Roeen _ 

Mr. Tracy _ 

Mr. Laughlin _ 

Mr. Mohr _ 

Mr. Nease _ '• 

Mies Gandy 


See Me _;_ ( ) 

Note and Return __ ( ) 

For Your Recommendation( ) 
What are the facte? ( ) 
Remarks: 
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